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in the history of the English people., not even by the Stuart
kings, who were most of all disposed to Interfere in such
particulars. Wiser counsels deterred the administration from
insisting on this measure, but the fact that It could be
brought up, and that with the approval of a large portion of
the public, indicates how radical our legislation is getting to
be In this particular.

It Is a commonplace in the law that no court has defined,
or ever will consent to define, the exact limits of this police
power; suffice it to say that in the classic words of Chief
Justice Shaw of Massachusetts, "It is all that makes for the
health, safety, or comfort of the people." As to the health
and safety, there can be little question; but when It comes
to indefinite words like "comfort" or "well-being," too wide
a field is left for the imagination. It has recently been de-
cided that the aesthetic part of life does not necessarily con-
cern the comfort or well-being of the people. That is to say,
laws forbidding the use of land for the erection of hideous
signs, or forbidding the height of buildings at an inartistic
excess have been declared not to fall within the police power,
but under eminent domain. So of statutes forbidding the
taking of a man's picture, or a woman's portrait for adver-
tising purposes, when not properly obtained; yet it may
be questioned if any law is more certainly for the comfort of
the persons concerned than such a statute. On the other
hand, noisy or noxious trades, mosquito ponds, trees infected
with moths, etc., sawdust in water, offensive smoke, and, in
Vermont, signs, were all made nuisances by statute of one
State or other in 1905 alone. The first historical instance,
perhaps, of destruction of property under the police power was
the blowing up of buildings to check a conflagration, a prac-
tice still common, although its utility was much questioned
after the Boston fire, and which, at common law at least, gave
the owner no right to compensation; but the more usual use
of the police power until very recent years has been limited
to the prohibition of offensive trades in certain localities, and